
HELLO TEAM 6600!

I can hardly believe it is December. As you know I have visited all of 
our Clubs for my “official visit” BUT I hope to return to each Club for a 
fundraiser, service project, special occasion, or just for fun. We have  
such wonderful, caring Rotarians in District 6600 and I want to come  
back and spend more time with you! 

It is unbelievable that we are right in the middle of the holiday rush and 
honoring our family traditions of the season. Like many of you, mine include decorating, baking, 
shopping, wrapping presents, Christmas Eve Service, etc. They also include spending time with 
family and friends, including my Rotary family. I hope each of you will support your Rotary family 
during this holiday season with your gifts of time and fellowship or your Club “holiday” projects 
during this inspiring time of the year!  

Chris and I send our best wishes to you and your family for a happy, healthy, and safe holiday 
season. I hope you will take time to relax, re-energize, and get ready for the new year! Thank  
you for all you have done and continue to do for Rotary!

Happy Holidays! 

Deb
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Message from Governor Deb Cheney
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DISTRICT 6600 IN NORTHWESTERN OHIO IS PLEASED TO 
ANNOUNCE THE SELECTION OF KEITH HODKINSON FROM  
THE TIFFIN ROTARY CLUB AS THE THE DISTRICT GOVERNOR  
FOR THE 2020-2021 ROTARY YEAR.

Keith Hodkinson has been a Rotarian for 34 years.  He is the only  
two-term President of the Tiffin Club (in 1997-1998 and 2012-2013.  
He has earned a Paul Harris Fellow and was awarded a second by 
then District Governor Do Nguyen for distinguished service to  
Keith started The KWH Company, Ltd. In 1987 and manages several 
businesses under its umbrella including WTSC-Seneca County 
Radio, Future Stars Sports Photography and Pegasus School Images.

Keith was one of the “Founding Five” that, in 1984, developed the 
Tiffin Rotary Community Auction, a locally televised auction that raises money for the local Tiffin Rotary Foundation 
and Rotary International. In its 33 years the auction has raised over $750,000 for both local and  
international efforts.

Hodkinson attended his first District Conference in 2012 in Toledo where he admits it was there that he ‘drank 
the blue and gold kool-aid’ of Rotary International.  “I had been in Rotary over 25 years at that point but never 
understood what being a real ‘Rotarian’ was all about.”

At that conference he heard presentations by global leaders of Rotary International and by individuals that had 
been affected by Rotary’s help in water and sanitation projects. He also met RI Board Member Jennifer Jones for  
the first time. “Her dedication to the greater cause was infectious”, Keith said.

As president of the Tiffin Club for the second time in 2012-2013, Keith kicked off a program called the Rotary 
Technology Initiative where the club purchased 30 iPads and charging unit security cart to be used in place  
of textbooks at the Tiffin Middle School for science classes. Each iPad proudly carried the Rotary logo.

In 2014, as past president and a member of the Tiffin Rotary Club Foundation he helped encourage the club to 
move into supporting major international efforts. Tiffin became one of several district clubs that helped fund the 
Honduras project. In 2015 Keith and eight other Rotarians went to San Pedro Sula, Honduras and began a week 
long mission trip working with teenage girls at a small, local orphanage repairing toilets, water pumps, computers, 
windows and general construction. Even though there was a language barrier, Keith walked away committed to 
the Rotary way.

In 2015, District Governor Gary Newton asked him to take over as Assistant District Governor for a number of 
clubs in the north central portion of District 6600. In 2017, Keith served as Sponsorship Chairman of the District 
Conference and worked with a local production company to put together video footage of the event.

Locally, Keith has a great love of rescue dogs and was the chief developer of the Tiffin Bark Park project, a 1.5 acre 
off leash dog park in Tiffin that in one year has grown to nearly 300 registered users. He serves as the non-profit 
corporation’s president, raising funds for the park’s on-going maintenance and improvement.

Keith is the father of three sons Eric (35), Alan (32) and John (27).

Please join us in congratulating Keith on this distinguished honor.

District Governor Announcement

http://www.senecacountyradio.com
http://www.senecacountyradio.com
mailto:keith%40senecacountyradio.com?subject=


Important Rotary 
International Dates

15 December — The Registration fee for the 
International Convention in Toronto will increase 
by $75

6 January — ONE Rotary Summit at the University 
of Findlay from 9:00AM-1:00PM

25-27 January — Uniendo America Project Fair, 
Belize City, Belize

23 March — 4 Way Essay Contest due to District 
Essay Chair

14 April — 4 Way Speech Contest at Van Wert

Disease prevention and treatment takes 
on many forms, from supporting studies, 
providing immunizations, and improving 
drinking water and sanitation infrastructure. 
The world relies on Rotary to tackle these 
global challenges, and to set an example for 
others to follow.

As a Rotarian, how can you put “vocational 
service” into action? Consider these 
suggestions: 

• Talk about your vocation in your club  
and take time to learn about fellow members’ 
vocations. 

• Use your professional skills to serve  
a community. 

• Practice your profession with integrity and 
inspire others to behave ethically through your 
own words and actions. 

• Help a young person achieve his or her career 
aspirations. 

• Guide and encourage others in their 
professional development. 

If you do any of these things, you are 
performing vocational service. And if vocational 
service motivates and energizes you, then 
you’re in the right place, because vocational 
service is the very essence of Rotary. 

Disease & Prevention Month

Vocational Service Month

DECEMBER 2017 THEME

JANUARY 2018 THEME

There have only been 15 cases 
reported this year of the Wild  
Polio Virus. 

Do you want to learn more about Polio? Go 
to News on polioeradication.org: to learn 
how communication is reducing outbreak and 
risk in vulnerable countries. Please reach out 
to our Polio Chair Dennis Thayer for Polio 
Speakers or any questions about Polio  
at 419-635-5606.

Port Clinton presented Polio 
Chair Dennis Thayer a check 
for $1,500 for Polio from their 
Pizza Challenge on Pizza for 
Polio Day.     

AWESOME JOB Port Clinton!

TEAM Polio Update 

Puerto Rico is an island in the Caribbean, the smallest of the Greater Antilles, which is distinguished by  
its natural beauties, the talent of Puerto Ricans in music, arts, and sports, and above all for the warmth  
of its people.

But the so-called island of Enchantment was transformed by what already has been classified as the most 
catastrophic event in the history not only of Puerto Rico, but of the United States. More than a month after 
Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico, our people are still struggling to recover from the impact of this natural 
phenomenon, which left so much desolation in its wake. Read more of this post
Our District 6600 Foundation has collected $10,150.56 for the Disaster Relief (hurricane funds).

How is Rotary Helping in Puerto Rico?
By José Lucas Rodríguez, governor of Rotary District 7000 (Puerto Rico)

https://uniendoamericaprojectfair2018.wordpress.com
http://rotarydistrict6600.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/4-Way-Test-Essay-Contest-2017-18.pdf
http://rotarydistrict6600.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/4-Way-Test-Speech-Contest-2017.pdf
polioeradication.org:
mailto:dennis.thayer%40gmail.com?subject=
https://blog.rotary.org/2017/11/29/how-rotary-is-assisting-recovery-in-puerto-rico/#more-8355


Congratulations to the Lima 
Rotary Club, Bath High School 
Interact, and the UNOH Rotaract 
Club! All THREE Clubs earned the 
2016-17 Presidential Citation! 

Milan Interact Pizza 
Challenge

Milan presents 5 Paul 
Harris Awards during Deb’s 
Club visit!

Reynold Corner 
received the Polio 
Award for giving at 
least $1500.00 to 
the End Polio Now 
campaign in 2016-17

Our Team In Action
CHECK OUT WHAT IS GOING ON WITH TEAM ROTARY!

Waterville gave at least $1500 
to the End Polio Now campaign 
in 2016-17 and was number 3 
in the District for “Per Capita 
Giving”! Way to go Waterville!

THE DISTRICT 6600 PEACE AND LEADERSHIP 
WORKSHOP WAS AMAZING! 
A HUGE thank you to Peace Conference Team of Coaches 
Chuck Stocking, Aly Glover, Wes Grudzien, Alison Frye, 
Rotary Peace Scholar Hayley Welgus and the many adults 
who brought the youth to the Conference.  There were 
approximately 125 youth and adults in attendance including 
District 6600 RYE students, Interact Clubs, and Rotaract Clubs! 
We opened the eyes and the minds on how they can make a 
difference in themselves and in their communities with peace 
and leadership building skills. Check out this video to see 
more. https://youtu.be/f6LwKi17H40

Rotarian Spotlight: Carl Norris
On June 1, 2017, Carl Norris was recognized for his many years of service to M.E.S.A. and 
District 6600 by receiving a Paul Harris Fellow award. A non-Rotarian, Carl has served as bus 
driver for the Life Care Bus on loan to M.E.S.A. from Rotarian Herb de la Porte from the Lorain 
Rotary Club. Carl has been our driver for almost every M.E.S.A. Bike Tour. Each year he has 
donated his time for the Rotary M.E.S.A. Bike Tour. Not only does Carl drive the bus, but he 
keeps track of all the M.E.S.A. bike riders. Carl affectionately refers to the M.E.S.A. riders as his 
children. This fall Carl has announced his retirement from driving as he will reach the age of 83 
in January. Although his driving record is unblemished, Carl realized that as we age our reflexes are slowed and he prefers 
to retire now when he still has a perfect driving record! The M.E.S.A. Bike Tour will miss Carl’s friendly smiling face behind 
the wheel of the Life Care Bus.

The M.E.S.A Bike Tour is searching for a replacement for driver Carl. A class C CDL license with passenger 
endorsement is needed to drive the Life Care Bus. This is the same license that is needed to drive a school bus. The driver 
must be available May 31 thru June 5, 2018 for the M.E.S.A. Bike Tour. If you are willing to share your time with a great 
group of Rotarians contact Randy Box (419-266-4497).

Giving: Piggy collected $273
in November from four Clubs! 
Thanks for your support of 
Piggy.
Annual Fund: Our District has 
given $226,728 to the Rotary 
Foundation this Rotary year!
Check out what Elyria did 
during Foundation Month!

Giving
THE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION GIVING:

mailto:https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Df6LwKi17H40%26feature%3Dyoutu.be?subject=
mailto:grbox1%40frontier.com?subject=


Please report your tree planting  
to our Environment/Tree Coach,  
Melanie Satterfield. 
Here are members from 
TEAM Reynolds Corner 
planting a tree a Keyser 
Elementary in Toledo! 

TREE PLANTING WITH THE BLACK 
SWAMP CONSERVANCY, SPRING 2018
Clubs are invited to join in Tree Planting at  
the Forrest Woods Nature Preserve near 
Cecil, Ohio. This site along the upper Maumee 
River is regarded as one of the finest 
remnants of the Great Black Swamp and is 
home to more than 30 rare and endangered 
species of plants and animals. It is truly a 
treasure and its position along the Maumee 
River means that work preserving and 
restoring it will contribute to making the 
Maumee healthy again!

The day will include a naturalist-led walk and 
lecture. Come learn about the restoration 
and its implications on wildlife habitat and 
water quality and plant a tree to meet RI 
President Ian Riseley’s challenge of one 
tree planted for each Rotarian! The tree 
planting costs $15 per tree and is tentatively 
scheduled for the third weekend in April. 
Contact Janina Douglas 610-563-6884.

Water is Life Spotlight on a Grant
THE LOUDONVILLE OHIO THEATRE GRANT 
HAS BEEN APPROVED! 
The Loudonville Ohio Theater is one of those 
great community opera houses built in the early 
1900s. The theatre is undergoing major renovation 
funded by a $250,000 grant from the State of Ohio 
to enhance handicap accessibility and to increase 
restroom facilities. 

In cooperation with this work, the Loudonville 
Theatre and Arts Committee (LTAC) is raising funds 
to upgrade all stage and house lighting to modern 
LED. The total lighting upgrade cost is $101,000, of 
which they have received $48,000 from the Hugo  
and Mabel Young Foundation in the form of a 
matching grant, $4,000.00 from the Rotary Club of 
Loudonville, and $2,000.00 from District 6600.  All 
existing stage lighting will be removed including 
the light board, backstage, on-stage, and overhead 
lighting. It will be replaced with an energy efficient 
user-friendly LED system. In addition, all house 
lighting will be converted to LED to further reduce 
energy consumption and to enhance visibility within 
the Theatre.

District Global Grant – As you have all heard in my 
“talk”, one of my dreams/ideas is to have a Global 
Grant that EVERY Club in the District participates in. 
John Hill has agreed to “lead the charge” for a water 
project in Haiti for the District! He will be reaching 
out to all the Clubs, so stay tuned! 

International
WASRAG (WATER AND SANITATION ROTARIAN ACTION GROUP) IS INTERESTED IN YOU AND 
YOUR CLUB PROJECTS AND ARE WILLING TO PUBLICIZE THEM. 
Send an email to info@wasrag.org with a brief description of your project, which Rotary clubs were 
involved, how many people were impacted and what you learned that can help other Rotary projects. 
They are also interested in Best Practices for projects including how you determined the needs, 
measured success and any tips for similar projects.

In all cases, send two or three high-resolution pictures that represent the project. They will work with 
you to highlight the project in their WASRAG newsletter and/or the WASRAG Stories Blog.
WASRAG is also sponsoring a contest for World Water Day on March 22nd.  Your Club could win 
$500.00 for your project.  Go to wasrag.org for more information!

mailto:mfredrickson68%40windstream.net?subject=
mailto:mfredrickson68%40windstream.net?subject=
mailto:mfredrickson68%40windstream.net?subject=
mailto:mfredrickson68%40windstream.net?subject=
mailto:mfredrickson68%40windstream.net?subject=
http://www.wasrag.org
mailto:%20info%40wasrag.org?subject=
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/WASRAG-E-Newsletter---November-2017.html?soid=1102200328080&aid=fH5iC1rnlv4
http://wasrag.org/stories/
http://wasrag.org


HERE IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE 
POWER OF M.E.S.A.  

Rich Hrezo of the California Susanville 
Sunrise Rotary Club, who works in a 
small rural hospital (Banner Lassen 
Medical Center) and runs its Anesthesia Department 
recently learned about M.E.S.A. He lives in a small town 
about 80 miles northwest of Reno, NV with a population 
of around 14,000 and two active Rotary Clubs with 
about 40 members each. He says, “I was in the Navy 
for 27 years and provided anesthesia during both Gulf 
Wars in Marine surgical facilities and aboard the U.S.S. 
John F. Kennedy. I have pretty extensive third world 
humanitarian experience as part of Operation Smile, 

and have always appreciated how 
difficult it is to obtain supplies in 
some of these areas. One of the 
problems of modern hospitals is 
the outdated supply. We not only 
can’t use them (no matter how 
good they are), we can’t keep them 

around. No one feels worse about throwing stuff out 
than us. My CEO was delighted that we found an avenue 
for its use and one of our members is ensuring it gets 
shipped as I provide it.” 

Our new M.E.S.A. Warehouse Supervisor has been 
working with Rich for the past several months! Way to 
go Rich, Scott and M.E.S.A. for all your hard work!  

One challenge M.E.S.A. has is getting all the supplies 
picked up from around the District. A HUGE thank you 
to everyone who has stepped up to help! We have 
shipments planned for Nigeria, Belize, Suriname, and 
Comayagua in the next two months. Now we need 
help with inventory. We would love all Rotaract Clubs 
to participate as well. Clubs that participate with 
the funding of a M.E.S.A. 
shipment can count it as an 
International project and you 
can also count time spent at 
the warehouse towards your 
Club service hours!

ELYRIA ROTARY FOCUSES ON THE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION DURING THE MONTH  
OF NOVEMBER.

Beginning the fourth Tuesday before Thanksgiving 
(sometimes the last week of October), the campaign 
is rolled out with a program about TRF and the first of 
four raffles. That week, along with the following two 
weeks, Rotarians are entered into a $50 weekly drawing 
in exchange for contributions of $10 or more at each 
of those meetings. ERC’s giving effort culminates with 
a drawing of $500 on the fourth and final week of the 
campaign. Members receive one ticket for every $100 they 
donate. Everyone who contributes $100 or more receives 
a thank-you gift. This year, YETI tumblers (stainless 
steel insulated drinking cups) with the Rotary logo on 
them were presented. A corporate sponsor made this 
promotion possible – and their logo was added to the gift. 

Two keys: 
• The Club’s Board leads the way by providing $1500 

from the budget to support this effort; as a result, 
every dollar raised goes to the Foundation. 

•  The Club’s Foundation Committee is fearless, yet 
friendly, in asking members for their financial support. 

The Committee also requests the use of members’ 
recognition points to help advance other members to the 
Paul Harris level, matching donations with points (usually 
1 point per $3 given). The results are indisputable: To date 
in 2017, Elyria Rotary has raised $16,057 for The Rotary 
Foundation. 72% of the Club’s members have contributed. 
71 of the Club’s 113 members are Paul Harris Fellows. This 
year alone, 13 reached the next level of Paul Harris Fellow 
standing. Two of the Club’s members have reached the 
Major Donor level (over $10,000). 

There’s no doubt that 
emphasizing the worthwhile 
work of The Rotary Foundation, 
along with setting the expectation 
that contributions will be made 
by Every Rotarian Every Year, 
produces a successful effort! 

Membership Medical Equiptment  
Supplies Abroad  
(MESA)

Our membership is up 36 this  
Rotary year!

rotarydistrict6600.org
disrtict6600@gmail.com Follow Us

Foundation Month

http://rotarydistrict6600.org
https://www.facebook.com/rotarydistrict6600/
https://www.instagram.com/rotarydistrict6600/


IT IS NOT TOO EARLY TO REGISTER  
FOR THE 2018 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN TORONTO! 
Join your fellow District 6600 Rotarians and Rotarians around the world in Toronto June 23-27, 2018. 

www.riconvention.org/en/toronto/register

REGISTRATION COMING SOON
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SYNERGY

Attention enthusiastic Rotarians! ONE ROTARY SUMMIT joins together Rotary 

leaders to exchange ideas on energizing and boosting your club for growth, service 

and public interaction. Rotarians are Leaders!  Engage fresh new thinking and take 

home hands-on tools to strengthen membership, public image and involvement in 

Foundation programs.

 
Join Leaders 

Saturday, January 6, 2018 
 

Registration 8:30am 
Program 9am 

 
University of Findlay, Winebrenner Auditorium 

 
Register at www.rotarydistrict6600.org


