
M.E.S.A. - Medical Equipment and Supplies Abroad Donation Pledge
Please join our efforts to help those in need. 
The riders are making significant personal sacrifice 
in time, expense and effort. Your equally generous 
support will both encourage the riders and improve 
the lives of people around the world. Your donation is 
fully tax deductible and can be made in lump sum or 
as a per-mile amount.

I pledge to the Rotary Tour For MESA 
the following amount:

___ .01 per mile $4.00

___ .05 per mile $20.00

___ .10 per mile $40.00

___ .25 per mile $100.00

___ .50 per mile $200.00

___ $1 per mile $400.00

___ $5 per mile $2000.00

___ Other $ ____________

___ I have enclosed my check in the amount of

$ ______________ made payable to MESA.

___ Please bill me for the pledged amount

Name ____________________________________

Street ____________________________________

City ______________________ZIP _____________

Phone ____________________________________

Rider/Team sponsored _______________________

Mail to:    MESA 
                 228 Candlewood Place                  
                 St. Marys, Ohio 45885

Thank You For Your Support!

July 13-19

2008

MESA is a special project 
of Rotary District 6600, 
a district that covers the 
northwest quadrant of 
Ohio. The MESA project 
began in 1981 when 
Rotarians from Ohio 
met Rotarians from 
impoverished third world countries who 
described the desperate need for medical 
equipment and supplies.

The list of items that are accepted is very long 
and varied. Now items that are accepted also 
go beyond the medical field and include basic 
school items like desks, and computers that are 
still in good working order.

Realizing that much of  
what American facilities  
discard as obsolete may  
be fully usable in other  
countries, Ohio Rotary 
clubs  began collecting 
and shipping millions of 
dollars worth of equip-
ment - everything from 
wheelchairs to operating 
tables, x-ray machines

and ambulances - to places such as Guatemala, 
Zambia, and Romania. Donated supplies also in-
clude infant and geriatric care items and school 
materials.

Medical 
equipment and 
supplies remain 
the primary 
focus for the 
project. These 
items are stored 
in the project’s
warehouse until a container is filled.  Then ar-
rangements are made for the delivery of the 
container to South America, Africa, Asia and 
parts of Europe.

MESA also serves areas of need in our own 
country. The best example of that is how emer-
gency supplies and equipment were sent to 
Louisiana after the Hurricane Katrina disaster.

Since MESA is a 501(c)3 organization, your do-
nation of cash or goods is tax deductible. And 
you are assured that your donation is used 
efficiently by the volunteers of Rotary.



The MESA Bike Tour, A Unique Rotary Event
What the Tour Can Do For Clubs
There are a number of ways that Rotary clubs 
become involved in the Bike Tour. 

Clubs that are involved directly in the tour, either 
as overnight hosts or lunch/rest stop hosts, 
enjoy first hand the renewed fellowship that 
rides in with the tour. This is a chance to meet 
many other Rotarians and to work together to 
produce an activity that is memorable for all. It is 
also a chance for members to get together with 
their own club in a unique social setting.

With the tour comes attention. 
Wise club leaders use the tour as 
an opportunity to draw public 
attention to their place in the 
community. This is done by 
inviting the media to help greet 
the riders as they arrive in their 
city. Whenever a local club makes 
it known that they are responsible for helping 
to raise significant dollars for needy persons 
elsewhere, that can become big news.

                                         Some clubs are               
                                         discovering that  
                                         the tour generates                      
                                         interest in bicy - 
                                         cling as a healthy 
                                         recreational 
    activity that is low 
in cost and has many benefits to one’s physical 
being. Many Rotarians have become cyclists - 
regardless of their age - because of the tour.

The MESA Bike Tour has become a true win-win 
event for all participants.

The 2008 Tour Route
Day 1:  Sunday, July 13 
Fremont to Perrysburg - 51 mi
After a big send off party with Fremont Rotary, 
head west for lunch in Bowling Green. Then 
north to Perrysburg.

Day 2: Monday, July 14
Perrysburg to Swanton - 45 miles
Take a casual short ride into Toledo to join the 
Toledo Rotary for their club meeting at noon. 
Then it’s off on the trails west to Swanton.

Day 3: Tuesday, July 15
Swanton to Defiance - 65 miles
Head west to Archbold and Bryan for lunch then 
south to Hicksville then east to Defiance for more 
fellowship with Defiance Rotary.

Day 4: Wednesday, July 16
Defiance to St. Marys - 62 miles
Follow the Auglaize River then head south for a 
lunch by a farm pond. Then on to St. Marys and 
the Bicycle Museum later that evening.

Day 5: Thursday, July 17
St. Mary to Marion - 72 miles
Grab a tailwind and head east to Kenton for 
lunch. Then ride that wind on into Marion.

Day 6: Friday, July 18
Marion to Mansfield - 56 miles
Another day to ride the tailwinds. First into Galion 
for lunch then later into Mansfield for an evening 
of fellowship again.

Day 7: Saturday, July 19
Mansfield to Fremont - 70 miles
The last day is always all downhill isn’t it? We’ll 
find out as we ride first into Willard then on to 
Fremont. A super closing ceremony will feature 
fellowship to celebrate another successful tour.

MESA will put your 
donation to work

Ride The Tour

Use the pledge form on the other side of this 
page to make your own donation to MESA.

When you make your donation to MESA, you 
are assured that it is used in the most efficient 
manner possible, with volunteer Rotarians 
doing much of the work with as little adminis-
trative overhead possible. Your cash donation 
goes toward the shipment of cargo and the 
purchase of large lots of usable items at great 
discount.
Give generously and encourage your 
non-Rotarian friends to give too. 

You can do more than just pledge to MESA, 
you can also ride the tour.

When you ride, you can get others to sponsor 
you so your efforts are multiplied many times. 
Contact your friends, neighbors, relatives, and 
fellow Rotarians to pledge so much per mile 
that you ride.

For the Tour we have two types of riders: 
Through-Riders are those who will ride all 
week, everyday. Day Riders are those who will 
ride for one day or a part of it; some may ride 
for more than one day but not all week. Some 
may ride only a short distance to show their 
support for the Tour and to raise money for 
MESA. All are welcome.

All riders, regardless of distance to be ridden, 
must complete a Rider Registration Form. These 
are available through the Rotary Clubs and online 
at www.RotaryDistrict6600.org/biketour.

It’s Been All Uphill
The Tour began in 2005 with a group of 
cyclists riding to Chicago for the 100th 
anniversary of Rotary. The successes of that first 
year have been duplicated and increased each    
    year since, with  
    more donations 
    for MESA, more  
    riders, more local  
    clubs involved,  
    more of everything.

What the Tour Does For MESA
The Tour accomplishes a number of things for 
the MESA project.. First of course is that the 
Tour is a major fund raiser. In the first three 
years we raised over $100,000 for MESA.

The Tour goes beyond just fund raising though. 
It is also a good way to increase awareness 
among Rotary clubs in District 6600 about 
MESA. As awareness increases, more dona-
tions of equipment and supplies are generated.

The way MESA uses the funds realized from 
the tour is to pay for the shipment of cartons - 
large semi vans - to other parts of the world. 
The cash is also used to purchase large lots of 
obsolete 
items that 
are still very 
usable in 
needy areas
of the world.


